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Abstract

One of the most important libraries and archives established in
the thirteen century of the Hijri calendar is the library of Al-Sayed
Khalifa Al-Musawi Al-Ahsa’i Al-Najafi (in the boundaries of 1180-
1279 H) which started around the year 1210 H. The availability of
valuable manuscripts in various fields, such as; Figh (jurisprudence),
Usul (principles of jurisprudence), Hadith (narrations), Tafsir
(interpretation of the holy Quran), Al-Kalam (theology), etc. makes

this library very significant for researchers. The library is one of the
main references used by the author of Al-Dhari'a Al-Sheikh Aqa
Buzurg Tehrani in his book.

This article briefly reviews the most important scholars of Al-
Sayed Khalifa’s family who contributed in gathering and collecting
the library’s books, and those who continued this scientific march
after the passing of the founder. I have also stated the important ways
that the books where collected by; purchased, copied, etc. Then, I
presented the most important contents in the scientific treasury of
Al-Sayed Khalifa Al-Musawi with a short overview for every book,
relying mostly on the citations left by the author of Al-Dhari'a that
the book belonged to the library, or through ownership restrictions
and seals left by Al-Sayed Khalifa and his family members on the
manuscripts. Finally, I dealt with the latter stages of the library and its
dispersion between private and public libraries inside and outside Iraq
with references to these libraries.

We hope that this article with be the first step for the revival of this
library and the resurgence of its glory days by collecting its content
from various libraries via photocopies as reciprocity to a man who
dedicated his life in collecting and forming this library.
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