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Abstract

The research deals with the history of the paper manufacture
line of work in Damascus through two parts, which are (paper
production), and (the paper market). Thus this research discusses the
alleged history of papermaking in Damascus, as well as Ibn Khaldun's
definitions of papermaking. The research also observes the issue of
renting books, which has not been researched, but rather kept silent.
After that, it enlightens that the markets of this occupation did not
leave the vicinity of the Umayyad Mosque until the fourteenth century

(A.H). It also tells the discovery of a market outside of the city wall,
in the Salehiyah area in Jabal Qasiyoun, and this profession had an
elderly man in charge of it. It also reveals a new term for manuscripts,
which is (Al-Karand) with an indication of its significance.

Then the research discussed the movement of manuscripts in
Damascus in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries (A.H), following
the laws that were organized to traffic in manuscripts. In Addition to
the that the research takes a look at the effectiveness of these laws, and
discusses the concept of manuscripts isolation, far from emotionalism.
Finally, the research defined Muhammad Sadiq Fahmi Al-Maleh, one
of the last papermakers of Damascus, who enriched the cultural world
with what he copied, and the manuscripts he ceased. His biography
was extracted from the texts that he wrote himself; because despite his

role, he was never mentioned in biographies.
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(1) Petermann, Heinrich: Reisen im Orient, 1852-1855. Berichte und Ergebnisse einer

Forschungsreise in der Levante, in Mesopotamien und Persien. Amsterdam: Philo Press,

1976. 99-100.
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