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Abstract

The esteemed researcher, Ms. Khattabi, had stated in the introduction to
her thesis, Al-Musta ‘sim bi-Allah and the Fall of Baghdad, that she "relied
on a scientific methodology." However, we found that she devoted the
greatest portion of it to what she termed in the second chapter as "The Role
of Ibn al-‘Algami in the Mongol Invasion of Baghdad." Then, following
the example of many who preceded her in writing about the incident of the

Mongol invasion, and after neglecting the accounts of Baghdadi historians

who were inside Baghdad when the invaders entered it in 656 AH, she
proceeded to rely on the traditional, easily accessible narrative written by
later Syrian/Egyptian historians who wrote long after the time of that event,
in addition to writing under the influence of extremist Takf1rT beliefs. Thus,
she repeated what those historians were accustomed to repeating: that a
single person, the Vizier Ibn al-‘Algami, contacted the Mongols and — with
two messages — invited them to invade Iraq, whereupon they responded to
his call, bringing thousands of their own soldiers and those of a number of
Muslim and non-Muslim rulers. They entered Iraq, toppled the Caliphate,
and committed horrific massacres against its inhabitants. The historians of
this narrative chose a strange method for writing those two messages: that
the Vizier — so that his messages would not be discovered — shaved the hair
of the heads of his brother and one of his servants, then carved the messages
onto their skulls with a sharp instrument so that each letter became "like
a pit in the head." He then waited until the hair on their heads grew back
and sent them to Mongolia, thousands of kilometers from Baghdad, after
carving a note at the end of each message — also on the skull — saying: "If
you read the document, cut it off." The Mongols carried out his instruction
and slaughtered his brother and servant.

Thus, the researcher abandoned the "scientific methodology" she
promised us, to narrate to us legends such as the "carving on skulls" and
others, which we hope to have succeeded in discussing.
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Criticism of Heritage works

Academic Theses or Misguidance?
Yusuf al-Hadi
Manuscript Editor and Heritage

On the Occasion of Zaynab

393 Khattabi Presenting Her Thesis
Titled “Al-Musta‘sim bi-Allah
and the Fall of Baghdad”

Researcher
Iraq

Manuscripts Indexes and bibliographies of publications

A Bibliography of Verified Texts

) . . Ali Adday al-Hasanawi

in Theses and Dissertations in ] )
479 S . Center for Heritage Revival

Iraqi Universities from 1966 CE

Iraq
to 2025 CE

Salah Mahdi al-Sarraj

Photographs of (Illuminated and .
Director of the Center for

[Nlustrated) Manuscripts at the . )
Photographing and Cataloguing

539 Center for Photographing and X . .
Manuscripts, Holy Al-‘Abbasi

Cataloguing Manuscripts at the

g Shrine
Holy Al-Abbasi Shrine
Iraq
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Heritage studies

The Diwan of Abi Talib ibn

. . . Prof. Dr. Ali Muhsin Badi
Abd al-Muttalib, Compiled by ) )
17 L o University of Sumer
Abi Hiffan al-Muhzimi, and Its

. Iraq
Manuscripts

. . L AL-Shaykh Muhammad Lutf Zadah
Al-Sayyid Najm al-Din ibn al-

oo . al-Tabrizi
Sayyid ‘Abd Allah al-Husayni .
97 . ] ] Al-Shaykh al-Tusi Center for
al-Jaza 'iri and His Manuscript

Heritage (d. 1079 AH)

Studies and Research

Iraq

AL-Shaykh Abbas Yunus

The Notable Figures from the .
al-Husayn al-Zaydi

133 Book Dar al-Salam by al-Mirza

. Islamic Seminary- Holy Najaf
Husayn al-Nuri

Iraq

The Methodology in the Natural Dr. Sharif Ali al-Ansari

Sciences Among Arab and (Senior Researcher at the

261 Muslim Scholars (The Sciences Manuscripts Center — Bibliotheca
of Medicine, Pharmacy, and Alexandrina)
Astronomy as a Model) Egypt

Reviewed texts

The Commentary (Parsing) of

the Prologue of Al-Misbah fi Dr. Ali Sulayman al-Jawabirah

201 al-Nahw by Al-Matarizi, by College of Arts — Taibah University
Abd al-Latif ibn Jalal al-Din al- — Al-Madinah al-Munawwarah
Qazwini, Known as Qadi Balat Saudi Arabia
(d. 853 AH)
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1. The researcher or reviewer will be informed of delivering the posted ma- é
terial to be published within a period may not exceed the maximum of

two weeks.

2. The researchers should be reminded of the publication acceptance of the ed-

itorial board within a period may not exceed the maximum of two months.

3. The pieces of research, whose evaluators realize that it should be amended or
be added to, will be returned to their writers in order to be organized accurately

before publication.

4. The researchers will be informed if their pieces of research are rejected

without mentioning the reasons of rejection.

5. Every researcher will be given one copy of the issue in which his research
is published, with three separate pieces of research from the same pub-

lished material and a reward, as well.

* The journal considers the following priorities in publication:

1. The date of receiving the research by the editor-in-chief.
2. The date of presenting the revised pieces of research.

3. The variety of the research materials as far as possible.

o The published pieces of research express the opinions of their writers and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the journal.

o The pieces of research are arranged according to the technical considerations
which have nothing to do with the status of the researcher.

o The reviewer or the researcher who is not known for the journal has to send
on the journal email, a brief biographical note, his address and email, for the
introductory and documentary purposes on the following email: Kh@hrc.iq

o Editorial board reserves the right to make the required amendments upon
the approved pieces of research for publication.

o The board of editors will chose distinguished researches published in the

magazine, and vows to republish them separately.
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The Publishing Terms

The journal should publish the scientific pieces of research that are related to
the manuscripts and documents, reviewed texts, direct studies, and objective
critical follow-ups which are related to it.

The researcher should commit himself with the requisites of the scientific re-
search and its rules in order to get benefit from its sources, and be within the
frame of the Researchers style during discussion and criticism. Otherwise, the
examined research or the text will contain certain topics that attempt to raise the
feeling of sectarianism or even sensitivity towards any belief, ideology, or sect.
The research should not be published previously or presented to other means
of publication. The researcher is responsible for doing an independent com-
mitment.

The font should be in (Simplified Arabic). The texts printing size should be (16),
and the margines printing size should be (12), and the pages number should not
be less than (20).

The reviewed research or text should be printed on the (A4) type of paper in
one copy with a CD. The pages should be numbered successively.

The research should be presented with its Arabic and English abstracts, each
in a separate paper including the title of the research.
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