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Abstract

Imam Amir al-Mu'minin ‘Ali (peace be upon him) holds an
extraordinarily exalted position in Islam and Islamic heritage, both as the
direct successor and legatee of the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah bless him
and his family) and as the fourth caliph for Sunni Muslims. Consequently,
his image has been reflected and examined from multiple perspectives in

the writings and compositions of Muslims throughout history.

Among these works is Al-Fihrist, a invaluable bio-bibliographical
composition from the late fourth century AH, authored by Muhammad
ibn Ishaq al-Nadim. This study examines the image of Imam ‘Ali (AS)
as presented by al-Nadim in his book. It proceeds from an analysis of
al-Nadim's scholarly position and his role in the profession of warraq
(bookseller and copyist) in Baghdad - a profession that enabled him to
acquire extensive knowledge of writings and their histories. Al-Fihrist is a
unique encyclopaedia dedicated to listing authors and their works, and its

author explicitly states that he completed it in the year 377 AH.

The central problem of this research revolves around uncovering al-
Nadim's perspective on the figure of Imam ‘Ali (AS) as reflected in the
sections of Al-Fihrist, whether through the reverential phrases he associates
with the Imam's name, through his presentation of works related to “Alf,
or through his references to the Imam's followers and opponents. The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, consulting the oldest
extant manuscript copy of the book - a copy transcribed from al-Nadim's
own hand - and comparing its material with various printed editions. The
study also addresses al-Nadim's doctrinal background by analysing his

linguistic usages and terminology, examining his intellectual contexts, and

552 Y &—
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investigating the place of Imam ‘Ali (AS) within the topics of Al-Fihrist,
such as his codex, his role in the founding of Arabic grammar, the sermons
and traditions attributed to him, and the works concerning his virtues and
biography. This study aims to provide a comprehensive scholarly reading
of the image of Imam ‘AlT (AS) in Al-Fihrist and to pave the way for

subsequent research.

Keywords: ‘Al1 ibn Ab1 Talib (AS), Al-Fihrist, Muhammad ibn Ishaq
al-Nadim, Shi‘a, codicology.
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35. Tradition and Survival, Hossein Modarressi, Oxford: Oneworld, 2003.

36. “Rulers as Authors: Ali b. Abi Talib and the Other Twelver Imams”, Teresa
Bernheimer, in Rulers as Authors in the Islamic World, 9-29. Brill, 2024.
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Criticism of Heritage works
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A Review of the New Edition
of Qit ‘a min Kitab al-futth,

413 by Ibn A ‘tham al-Kifi, Based
on a Manuscript from the Fifth
Century AH

By: Monika Schoénléber
Institute of Ibn Sina for Middle
Eastern Studies (Piliscsaba /
Budapest, Hungary)
Translated by:

Habib Zaatar

Manuscripts Indexes and bibliographies of publications

A Bibliography of Verified Texts

in Theses and Dissertations in

433 Iraqi Universities from 1966 CE

to 2025 CE
Part Second

Ali Adday Al-Hasnawi

Shaykh al-Ansari Center
subordinate to the Supreme
Authority for Heritage Revival the
Iraq

The Remaining Library of
Sayyid al-Husayn Al Bahr al-

Muhammad Jassim al-Mousawi
Center for Manuscript Photography

501 ) and Cataloging
Ulum: An Introduction to the )
. the Holy al-Abbas Shrine
Library and Its Owner
Iraq
Heritage News

583 From Heritage News

Prepared By Editorial Board
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A Codicological Study of the

Manuscript of Imam Malik’s

Dr. Ahmed Attia

. Senior Researcher, Manuscripts
Mudawwana Written on

Parchment
(The Quires of the Manuscript
as a Case Study)

221 Center

Bibliotheca Alexandrina
Egypt

Sayyid Hadi Muhammad Mahdi
Al Tuma: His Works in the
Service of Islamic Heritage
(1323-1396 AH / 1905-1976AD)

Dr. Salman Hadi Al Tuma
Heritage Researcher

Iraq

The Sound Methodology for
Verifying the Attribution of
Hadith and Biographical Books

By: Al-Shaykh Ibrahim Jawad
Translated by:

Al-Shaykh Habib Zaatar
Islamic Seminary — Holy Qom

Iran

Reviewed texts

The Utmost Honour Concerning
the Virtues of Kufa and Najaf
Two Urjuzas [Rhymed Poems]:
(Durrat al-Sadaf fi Fadail al-Najaf
and Al-Jawahir al-Masfufah fi
Fadail al-Kufah)

Composed by: Dr. Hussein Ali
Mahfouz

Edited by

Migdam Ratib al-Mufarji
Al-Wafi Foundation for
Documentation and Studies
subordinate Iraq

From the Scholarly Ijazat
[Permits] of Sayyid Muhammad
Ibrahim ibn Dildar Ali al-Naqawi
al-Lakhnawi (d. 1307 AH)

Critical Edition by:

Sayyid Maytham Mahdi al-Khatib
Shaykh al-Ansari Center
subordinate to the Supreme
Authority for Heritage Revival
Iraq
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The Image of Amir al-Muminin
Ali (peace be upon him) in the
Book Al-Fihrist by Muhammad
ibn Ishaq al-Nadim

Dr.Mahdi Mojtahedi

Assistant Professor in the History
and Civilization of Muslim
Societies, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad

Leyli Abdi

Ph.D. Candidate in the History and
Civilization of Muslim Societies,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Iran

The Book Ithbat al-Rajah by al-
Fadl ibn Shadhan (d. 260 AH)
A Treatise on the Authenticity
of the Reports Attributed to the
Lost Book Ithbat al-Rajah by
al-Fadl ibn Shadhan

hasan Yusuf ibn Nukh

The Islamic Seminary in Holy
Najaf

Iraq

Slaves in the Spanish Sahara:

A Documentary Perspective

Dr. Ali Adnan Al Tuma
Utrecht University
Netherlands

Andalusian Poetic Inscriptions
in the Alhambra Palaces of
Granada, Spain

By: Dr. Murtada Kamal
Hurayjah

Review by
Dr. Sabih Sadiq
Autonomous University of Madrid

Spain
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1. The researcher or reviewer will be informed of delivering the posted ma- é
terial to be published within a period may not exceed the maximum of

two weeks.

2. The researchers should be reminded of the publication acceptance of the ed-

itorial board within a period may not exceed the maximum of two months.

3. The pieces of research, whose evaluators realize that it should be amended or
be added to, will be returned to their writers in order to be organized accurately

before publication.

4. The researchers will be informed if their pieces of research are rejected

without mentioning the reasons of rejection.

5. Every researcher will be given one copy of the issue in which his research
is published, with three separate pieces of research from the same pub-

lished material and a reward, as well.

* The journal considers the following priorities in publication:

1. The date of receiving the research by the editor-in-chief.
2. The date of presenting the revised pieces of research.

3. The variety of the research materials as far as possible.

o The published pieces of research express the opinions of their writers and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the journal.

o The pieces of research are arranged according to the technical considerations
which have nothing to do with the status of the researcher.

o The reviewer or the researcher who is not known for the journal has to send
on the journal email, a brief biographical note, his address and email, for the
introductory and documentary purposes on the following email: Kh@hrc.iq

o Editorial board reserves the right to make the required amendments upon
the approved pieces of research for publication.

o The board of editors will chose distinguished researches published in the

magazine, and vows to republish them separately.
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The Publishing Terms

The journal should publish the scientific pieces of research that are related to
the manuscripts and documents, reviewed texts, direct studies, and objective
critical follow-ups which are related to it.

The researcher should commit himself with the requisites of the scientific re-
search and its rules in order to get benefit from its sources, and be within the
frame of the Researchers style during discussion and criticism. Otherwise, the
examined research or the text will contain certain topics that attempt to raise the
feeling of sectarianism or even sensitivity towards any belief, ideology, or sect.
The research should not be published previously or presented to other means
of publication. The researcher is responsible for doing an independent com-
mitment.

The font should be in (Simplified Arabic). The texts printing size should be (16),
and the margines printing size should be (12), and the pages number should not
be less than (20).

The reviewed research or text should be printed on the (A4) type of paper in
one copy with a CD. The pages should be numbered successively.

The research should be presented with its Arabic and English abstracts, each
in a separate paper including the title of the research.

The familiar scientific principles, documentation and references should be
taken into account. The documentation should include the name of the
source, the number of the part and the page

The research should be presented with a separate list of references including the
title of the source, the name of the author, the name of the investigator or the
interpreter if s/he is available, the publishing country name, the place of publi-
cation and finally the date of publication. The name of the books and pieces of
research should be arranged alphabetically. And if there are foreign references,
they should be added separately, i.e. not within the Arabic references
Researches shall be subject to the scientific deduction program and to a con-

fidential assessment of its validity for publication, and shall not be returned

to its owners, whether accepted for publication or not, according to the fol—*
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Collage of AArts — Fbama University

PDr. Abbas Fbani Al- Gralkh (Fraq)

Ministry of Education — Babylon Directorate of Education

Dre. Ali Fareg Al- Ameri (Ftaly)

Collage of Sociology — University of Milano Bicoeca
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Advisory board

College of Education - Al-Mustansiviya University

Prof. Webeela Abd Al Muna>u (Fraq)

Arab Seientific Toeritage Revival Centre — Baghdad University

Director of Al-Fbassania Library at the Royal Palace in Rabat

Dr. Saeed Abd Al- Foanuneed (Egypt)

Director General of Restoring Musewnms of Antiquities— Ministry
of Cgyptian Antiquities

Prof. Dr. (Fadhil Al- Beyaat (Turkey)

The Research Centre for Islamiec Foistory, Art and Culture

Drof. De. Munther A. Al Muntheri (Fraq)

Collage of Arts - Baghdad University
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Editor-in-chief
Sayid Layth Al Nusawi

Managing editor
Mohanunad AL Wakeel

Sub editor
Dr. Fousayn Al-Sheibaani

Editorial board

Dr. Ali Foabeeb AL Aedaani
Dr. Amuer Malmoad AL-Kaabi
Dr. Meldi Mojtahedi
Fbasan Arebi Al Khalidi

Art Director
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English Translation
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The Foigh Comumission for Fberitage Revival
the Al-Sheilkhh Al-Ansari Center for Studies and Research

( Al-Abbas Holy Shrine. The High Commission for Heritage Revival. the Al-Sheikh \
Al-Ansari Center for Studies and Research.

AL-Khizanah : A Half Annual Scientific Journal which is Concerned with Manu-
scripts and Documents \ Issued by the Al-Sheikh Al-Ansari Center for Studies and
Research.- Karbala, Iraq : Abbas Holy Shrine, The High Commission for Heritage
Revival, the Al-Sheikh Al-Ansari Center for Studies and Research, 1438 hijri = 2017-

Volume : Hlustrations ; 24 cm
. Semi-Annual.- The Nineteenth Issue, The Tenth Year, August 2026- ‘
Includes Bibliographies.

Text in Arabic abstract in Arabic and English.

ISSN : 4586 - 2521
1. Manuscripts --Periodicals 2. Periodicals Arabic -- Iraq. A. title.

LCC:Z115.1 .A8378 2026 NO. 20
Cataloging Center and Information Systems - Library and House of Manuscripts of

Al-Abbas Holy Shrine
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*
You can contact or communicate with the journal via: ISSN : 4586 - 2521
. 00964 7813004363 Consignment Number in the Housebook and Iraqi ¢
To explore the issues of Al-Khizana Journal and Documents: 2245, 2017
stay updated with its latest publications,
Iraq- Holy Karbala
please scan the QR code below.

. Post-Office: Holy Karbala P.o (233) ¢
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